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w Tanzanite Experience: As the name might suggest, tanzanite 
is unique to Tanzania, and a rare and beautiful gem discovered 
in 1967 in the Mererani Hills near Arusha. Vivid blue, violet 
and burgundy, its colour changes depending on cut and light. 
Hawkers and shops sell the gemstones all around Arusha, but 
beware the scams. For the genuine article, visit The Tanzanite 
Experience on India Street, a museum and boutique that 
explains the history and process of mining through to the 
creation of exclusive jewellery. It has the feel-good factor of 
knowing the tanzanite is ethically mined, not using child labour, 
and any gems you buy are properly certified.

w Shanga: Even George Clooney and his new bride, Amal 
Alamuddin, have shopped at Shanga — she was recently 
photographed wearing one of their beautiful necklaces on 
the front page of Hello! magazine. It’s one of the top places 
in Arusha for hand-made crafts, including uniquely designed 
fabrics, homeware and jewellery, all made from recycled 
materials. But what’s really special about Shanga is its mission 
to break down barriers surrounding disabled people in Tanzania, 
and all of its staff are disabled. Currently located at the Burka 
Coffee Estate on Dodoma Road, it moves to the lovely Arusha 
Coffee Lodge in May 2015.  

w Natural History Museum: Arusha’s Natural History Museum 
is housed in the Old Boma, a German fort in the centre of town 
on Boma Road. It’s well worth spending an hour or so here, with 
sections on Tanzania’s flora and fauna, particularly insects, 

and its colonial history and independence. The best section, 
however, is on the evolution of mankind, with the famous  
Laetoli Footprints of hominids. Believed to be around three 
and a half million years old, they were found in Northern 
Tanzania not far from the significant fossils and archaeological 
discoveries of Mary and Louis Leakey at Olduvai Gorge.  

w Dining: As the safari capital of Tanzania, Arusha’s foodie 
scene is thriving, from funky coffee shops to fine-dining 
restaurants. Try the River House at the Burka Coffee Estate on 
Dodoma Road for a relaxing weekend brunch. Blue Heron on 
Hailie Sellassie Road serves great pizzas and salads in pretty 
gardens. For excellent buffet lunches and gourmet dining in 
elegant surroundings, head for Arusha Coffee Lodge on Dodoma 
Road. And 10 minutes out of town in Moivaro, Onsea House 
Country Inn offers a fusion of African and Belgian cuisine in a 
beautiful setting overlooking Arusha.

w Meserani Snake Park: Whether you’re fascinated or frightened 
by snakes, you can learn all about them, safely, at the Meserani 
Snake Park. Some 15 miles (25km) outside Arusha on the road 
to Serengeti, the park is home to around 50 snakes, including 
spitting cobras, pythons and black mamba, and reptiles such as 
crocodiles, tortoises and chameleons. Take a guided tour, hold 
a snake, stroke a baby crocodile, and visit the neighbouring 
Maasai village. The proceeds fund a health clinic for local 
Maasai, where they provide antivenom for deadly snake bites. 
There is also a popular bar, should Dutch courage be needed.  

Disabled locals make handicrafts at Shanga
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